Fells Prospect Agenda
September 9, 2009; 7:30 pm
Holy Rosary Church, Chester and Bank Streets
 
Introduction: Victor Corbin, President, called the meeting to order. The meeting began at 7:30 pm
 Committee Reports and Announcements
A. Treasurer’s Report-none
B. Land Use Committee - none
C. Social Committee – none
D. Crime Committee
E. Traffic/ Parking Committee – DOT: Ann Street painted sometime next week. Thanks to all who helped the effort. Study underway for Essex St.
F. Beautification Committee - none
G. Any other reports or announcements
Cristo Rey update: Crane coming in next week. Will be on site for a year. Cristo Rey gave every household in the 400 block one parking space at Burger King for one year. Reached agreement with community for jobsite rules: identity badges; no smoking; no offensive language or behavior; no porta-potties; trash pickup. Approx. 30 workers at any one time. School went to local restaurants/ bars to promote them to the workers. Workers can not park in the neighborhood. Mary Beth Lennon is contact person for Cristo Rey. She gave out number.

Alley gating update: Targeting about 10 alleys that are hot spots for illegal activity. Pilot project is alley that runs between Chester and Castle, 300 block, behind Gough Street. Put in grant with City and a foundation for funds. Maria Cavacos will work on beautification. Need someone on the block who will spearhead the effort. Fells Prospect can’t pay for gates, but can walk residents through the process. Question: emergency service access? Answer: Part of expense is Knox box that gives rescue personnel access.
Raffle for $25.00 at Tir na Nog Bar and Grill.
Cookout with Councilman Kraft- Saturday September 12, 2009 at Captain James Restaurant on the Crab Deck (2127Boston St).  It’s a cookout, so there will be burgers, hot dogs, and general picnic food. It’s a free event. To RSVP or with questions,  call 410-522-1324. His rep was at the meeting and left fliers.
Old Business
Chubbies – Update: Fells Prospect has called for revocation of its liquor license. Hope to get results.
Bags - $ 5.00 on sale ( see Alana ): Selling bags tonight. Many uses. Artwork by Maria Cavacos. Maria just finished a mural on Boston Street at a vet next to the Gin Mill.
One plus One: Trash cans not to be left out in front of home. Questions  about timing, lids, enforcement, etc. Questions about houses without access to alleys or sallyports. Ans: Catalina Rodriguez says that considerations are underway. Concerns about safety of cans. Suggestions about keeping lids with cans. Issues for our area are being considered by officials, including City Council and Jim Kraft.

Victor suggests that people attend hearings about trash. If don’t attend, then can’t voice concerns. He can ask a sanitation rep to attend a meeting. Try to recycle more. 
 
New Business
Butchers Hill Flea Market , September 19, 2009: Fells Prospect will have a table with money going to the community association and the alley gating project. Drop of items on Sept. 14, 15, and 17 from 6 to 8 pm at 2039 Gough. No clothing or bedding will be accepted. Rain date of 26th September.
 
Presentations
Amanda Smith, Community Outreach Coordinator: Enoch Pratt Free Library Southeast Anchor Library. Passed out flier about the Southeast Library. Information about programs throughout Pratt system. She outlined the programs that are coming up at the SE branch: music, readings, presence at Highlandtown Market. Will have tents and Halloween Lantern Parade. Pushing to get all 9th graders to sign up for library cards.
 US Census - Nicole L. Davis. Official day is April 1 for completion of count. Must count all residents, whether US citizens or not. Baltimore was undercounted in 2000; only 52% turned in forms; much money was lost as a result. Left website info to distribute to community. Census workers are communicating with staff at nursing homes, etc. to increase participation. Census needs head count; is not interested in financial records, citizenship, taxes. Census is only 10 questions now. Need assistance centers to help people who don’t read or have difficulty understanding the form.

Asks for help in newsletter to spread information. Stressing confidentiality for longer forms. Opportunity for part-time work for contacting non-response households.

Comment: Set up help at Head Start programs to reach households that are headed by people who don’t read. Ans: Want to do this and target hard-to-reach areas. Question: How did Baltimore rank? Ans: Last time it was second to last. Current goal is 67%. Question: What about homeless? Counted more than once. Ans: Have point of contact identification for April 1. 
City Council President, Stephanie Rawlings-Blake: Introduced by Victor Corbin.Catalina Rodriguez is passing out information regarding Live Entertainment Bill. Rawlings-Blake wants to address concerns about the bill. Proposed legislation: restaurants and taverns in B-1 and B-2 zoning can apply for live entertainment license from liquor board.  Material distributed outlines the proposals. Definition of live entertainment, process, steps before liquor board, enforcement, additional enforcement, etc.
Application must be for type of live entertainment; not general application. Penalties may include loss of food service license. May be more powerful that liquor board complaints. Looking into making communication with community organizations part of retaining license; renewal on monthly basis, so is conditional use.
 Question: Problems with language that is too vague: conditional, must consider, etc. Problem with monetary fines that are too low. 

Question: Why go to liquor board? Answer: this bill is geared toward establishments that already serve liquor. 

Comment: Regulation may fall on community to enforce. If we don’t want one of these concerns in our neighborhood, we are the ones who would need to complain and stop illegal activities.

Comment: Why not have officials from community organizations as part of approval process? Answer: Rawlings-Blake heard from communities that liquor board was doing adequate policing, but threat of losing food service holds greater penalty. Gives another tool to community for closing down establishments with illegal dealings.

Question: How do residents know when establishment applies, and what the application is for? Ans: Board is working on posting regulations: posting on property, website notification, well in advance of hearing. Communities could have opportunity to oppose.
 Comment: Posting and notification has been consistent for zoning board. Applicants are directed to contact community organization.
 Comment: Again, language that is vague: several citations/ may be eligible. Need to have specific number of violations within a year. Ans: Have 6 and 12-month number for violations. Focusing on potential for community and other enforcement tools; haven’t refined the trigger numbers.

Comment: Still more concern about language of bill. Suggestions for stronger language.  Ans: Trying to bring different agencies into play, so communities will benefit from entertainment but not be unhappy with any establishments.

Victor turned focus to bedbug infestation. There is a Healthy Home office; call 311. Comment: problem on the 200 block of Chester Street; calls have not brought results.

Comment: Lots of mattresses left out on streets. Rawlings-Blake did community walk; during that time, someone carried mattress out onto the street, complaining about bedbugs.

Comment: Part of problem is too many people in one house. Ans: Let City know about problem areas.

Question: If you have a problem with neighbors who aren’t combating bedbugs, what do you do? Ans: Must have specific information about location.

Comment: Regulations about sale of used mattresses? Stiffer penalties on landlords? Ans: R/B office will work with her staff and community organizations and health department to solve problem. Comment: May be other violations involved in infected houses. Question about occupancy regulations? How many people allowed? Who report to? Ans: Housing Department. Identify specific homes.

Rawlings-Blake spoke about Censes 2010 website. Introduced Nicole Davis, who will speak about the importance of the census. Federal money is contingent on census figures.

Delegate Crusiak: Had hearing today regarding electricity. Will talk about it at the October meeting.

Comment: Dog walkers bad, bad. Don’t drop bags or put them in residents’ trashcans.

Adjourn at 9:00 pm
