Minutes January 11, 2012; 7:30p
420 S Chester St, Cristo Rey Jesuit High School 

I.   Introduction

II.   Committee Reports and Announcements

A. Treasurer’s Report 


Alley gating 

1780.71


Cristo Rey Fund
300


Garden Club

2053


General Account
7816.37

Total



11950.08

B. Land Use Committee – 1621 Bank Street Bank & Broadway, a new apt complex there, non-elderly disabled, 8 subsidized units, 15 of 47 units will be market rate, 23 parking spaces, project is moving forward, Douglass Place has memo of understanding with Mr. Henson & his develop group. A  couple of interesting provisions, inc. security, landscape, lighting, no affliation with St. V.dePaul  & strict applic process. We supported Douglass Place’s position. Fells Pt Task Force will support it. 
C. Social Committee – vacant position. Victor asked for a volunteer for chair
D. Crime Committee - Jeff Trueman  - Proposal to start a COP car patrol 
Uptick in crime before holidays met with NW Citz patrol to learn how they have organized & what they do. We will have to start small, take our time & be consistent. If people will volunteer one time a month for 1-2 hrs, we can do more things, more than just walk the streets once a month, such as a car patrol, be in touch with police officers, also could offer escort service. Can’t do it all, we need to focus on a couple of crimes. Break-ins & robbery seem to be high priority. Any help on volunteer, etc, welcomed. We will need 8 people to be effective to make the car patrol work. 
Please contact: jtrueman@mindspring.com

COP Crime walk – Pratt & Chester 7:30pm, Jan 25, always the fourth weds of month

Del Clippinger office will come. 

[Note, Phyllis has taken over the website – webmaster@fellsprospect.org]

E. Traffic/ Parking Committee 

Bank St. will be closed for three weeks the 1700 block, btwn Broadway & Register, to repair st. All repairs completed in next 3-4 weeks.

Eastern Ave is going to be resurfaced, sidewalks, curbs, etc. No details yet. Working at Chester & Eastern today. Probably working on this through the end of Feb. 

F. Garden Club Our first meeting on Monday, 6:30-7:30 223 S. Washington St. Garden club received a grant end of 2011. 
G. Any other reports or announcements

·         50/50 Raffle ($1.00)

·         Talk of Bars staying open until 3am was some discussion, nothing is going to happen. No legislation current. Our position is that this is not acceptable. Also our elected reps support our position. 

·         Senator George Della's donation – gave us $1500 because we did a lot of good work for the community, and could give it to non-profits. Some used for newsletter, part to Garden Club, rest to general account. 
·         Time to renew membership   - Agreement with Amici – first 20 people who join at Avocate Level – dinner at Amici’s. We also want to do more social events this year than in the past. 
III.   Old Business

·         Speed Bumps – update – 300 & 400 Chester 2000 & 2100 Bank, letter from City that we don’t qualify for speed bumps. We disagree with city, and will keep working on it. 
·         S Chester Street lots - grant / fundraising for 2012

Notice: No more notification of expiration of driver’s license, need to stay on top this.
2200 Choptank court (Choptank & Bank)– got a saltbox, city fills this. Available for use, please call if you use the last scoop.
 Bars updates: Butts & Betty – had productive meeting, moving in right direction. But, we must always document info, call police. Calling police does not insure police report, if you want report, you must be willing to testify in court about it. Police can’t do anything if they don’t see the crime. 
Chubbies  - very productive meeting. We did a sound test, determined where the problems are, did some fixing of sound limits. Moving in the right direction. Tomorrow they are in front liquor board for hearing. We have meeting with Liq board, attorneys, bar owner, etc. We will say we have two issues: liq board & inspectors not proactive. Bar delayed on sound test. Hopefully this will be wrapped up by June & closed out. 
In a general discussion: we need to be honest & appropriate in our dealings for this kind of issues. Also, be aware that things won’t change overnight. We need to do things in good faith. 
IV.   New Business

·         2012  - What issues to tackle  - delayed till next meeting
·         Newsletter - The following blocks still need delivery volunteers:

100 S. Chapel (west side only)/100-300 S. Register

V.     Presentations

How to fight your tax assessment –  (30 mins w Q&A)

Handouts & slide presentation 

Call – Dels & Senators – tell them enough is enough


Find comparative houses from 2011 sales, and compare to your assessment



(often compared to Pratt/Lombard, with big houses)


Don’t be afraid to go to next level, they will usually settle


2nd level – usually nasty and not helpful


Be prepared to go to court – no charge to go to court


Have to have your argument in order

Do  you have to present expert testimony?

 No, not an official court, can represent yourself


Also – talk about changing homestead tax credit


When you go to argue, can ONLY use comparative sales

Alana’s experience – 


City interested in crime in neighborhood, that dropped the rate


Take pictures outside your home – graffiti, drugs, etc 


How many larcenies, etc near home, also dropped


Need to request worksheet that was calculated for rates


Important to keep asking about the numbers 

Three levels are:


1. Get assessment – written appeal or personal hearing with assessor



Request worksheet WELL in advance



(get 15 min to state your case)


2. If you don’t like answer from (1), then challenge assessment,



Meet with a board (3 to 4 people) 


3. Can appeal (2) to tax court. 

Average house sale $$ < Average assessment
Where do you request worksheet – 

on the back of the assessment, number to call and request 

GOOGLE: SDAT – State Dept of Assesment & Taxation

They don’t have right to enter property. 

Apply for homestead credit – also, home owner’s credit – sliding scale 

Alana is happy to help  - 
A dedicated hour or two to do this

Lots of info on the web site, including links for help
Bed Bugs: How to Avoid, Detect, and Eliminate an Infestation in Your Home

 Speakers: Mr. Michael O’Leary and Ms. Reema Patel from Baltimore City Health Department - Healthy Homes Bureau  (30 mins w Q&A)

 Messages – 
1. please be calm & live life

2. early detection & prompt action avoids big problems

3. anyone can have them – they don’t discriminate

4. work together to exterminate – they will move from house to house

5. pesticides, foggers, sprays, do not work, build up resistance, makes them move

 Lots of info on the internet – not accurate! 
They have best practices  

Small – apple seed size, not jumping or flying, nocturnal, secretive, brown

Don’t spread disease, do not burrow under skin

Small number of bugs – early detection – stop one bug does a lot

Biggest vector – used mattresses & boxsprings, they also hitchhike in public places


Crawl between walls, ceilings, floors

Routinely check:


Yourself, bedsprings, beds, etc


Wash & dry sheets weekly (use high heat)


Reduce clutter, do not give them places to hide

Bed Bug bites: 


Blood spots, bits, dead bugs, live bugs, 

Also can see spots on linens, beds, etc

They like to be tucked under things, look under things, 6-8 feet from bed. 

Clean up – remove clutter, unused shoes, etc in bags


Repair/remove peeling wallpaper


Wash – not as useful – but DRY, DRY, DRY – this is what kills them

Bag, Wash & Dry – till they are gone

Make your Bed a Haven – dry bed linens high heat 30 min


Nothing on the floor touching  the floor, move bed away from wall


Mattress – cover labeled “for bed bug” 


Interceptors – put on feet of bed, fill with baby powder

Scrub & Vacuum – carpets, walls 
Steam clean – dry steam cleaners better than wet

Seal Cracks

Work with neighbors

Call and complain to city

WWW.Baltimorehealth.org

Adjourn  9:06
